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FAQs about Girls in BSA (updated 4.4.19) 

 
We would like to provide several logistical points in anticipation of your questions which 
might range from "How can girls be in Boy Scouts?" to "How is this working?" to “Why did 
we have to change anything?”   

Q:  What about girls in BOY Scouts??   

A:  In October 2017, BSA announced that it was opening its two primary traditional 
programs – Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts – to girls.  Historically, since the late 1950s, girls 
ages 14-20 have been allowed membership in other BSA programs including Exploring, 
Venturing, and Sea Scouts.  These have been fully co-ed programs but not with 
membership numbers anywhere near those of Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts.  There is a 
lot of historical context to this latest membership decision, but a short answer is that BSA 
has known for decades that some girls (and families) wanted to join the traditional 
programs.  This is an effort to open up the BSA programs to include more youth and 
families. There are many families who want the same experience and opportunities for 
their daughters as their sons have had.  While Cub Scout Packs can be co-ed, with girls 
in girl-only dens, Troops will NOT be co-ed, but rather single gender. 

Q:  What about the Girl Scouts of America? 

A:  Boy Scouts of America (BSA) and Girl Scouts of America (GSA) are both strong and 
distinctly separate and different organizations.  Each has its own focus, and those, like 
the organizations, are different.  BSA’s move to welcome girls into all of its programs is a 
recognition that BSA is unique and has something to offer girls and boys both.  

Q:  What has 890 done about this? 

A:  All 890 units are sponsored or chartered by LHUMC.  We can only run Scouting units 
(Packs, Troops, Crews) with the approval and sponsorship of LHUMC.  In the spring of 
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2018, the Pack and Troop leadership approached LHUMC to discuss the new BSA 
membership changes regarding girls and to get feedback from LHUMC on whether it was 
open to the idea of having girls in Cub Scouts and forming a Girls’ Troop.  The 
overwhelming response was YES.  The “yes” was prefaced on the current Pack and Troop 
leadership supporting this new concept and ensuring that any new Troop followed the 
successful model of Troop 890.  In the fall of 2018, after girls started joining the Pack, we 
reported to LHUMC that there was sufficient interest from girls to join and adults to lead 
a Girls’ Troop.  In the late fall of 2018, LHUMC gave its approval to sponsor a Girls’ Troop 
and, on February 1, 2019, that Troop was started.  On Day 1, the Troop had about 20 
girls registered.  By the end of the first month of its existence, membership had increased 
to over 25 girls.  Currently, there are about 30 girls registered and at least 5 adults who 
are solely dedicated to leadership roles in the Girls’ Troop.  There are other adults who 
have son(s) and daughter(s) in both Troops who are also involved in various leadership 
roles. 

Q:  What about the name Boy Scouts? 

A:  Boy Scouts of America, Inc., (BSA) is the entity chartered by Congress.  That entity 
name will not change.  The BSA has always had a number of “programs” such as Cub 
Scouts, Venturing, Sea Scouts, etc.  The only name change is for the traditional program 
we all have known as “Boy Scouts”.  That national program, previously called “Boy 
Scouts,” is now renamed “Scouts BSA.”   

Q:  What is a “linked” Troop? 

A:  BSA has defined a “linked” Troop as one sponsored by the same chartering 
organization that has the same Troop Committee.  Chartering organizations have the 
option of having troops that are completely separate, or troops that are linked 
organizationally.  LHUMC was clear that it strongly preferred a “linked” Troop to provide 
consistency.  Boy Scout Troop 890 has had a strong relationship with LHUMC for over 
55 years, and LHUMC trusts our Troop to run quality Scouting programs that are 
consistent with the Church’s mission.  Additionally, we have and suspect we will continue 
to have families who will have girls and boys in the Troops, and they want the programs 
to be as consistent as possible for their families. 

Q:  What are we calling the Troops? 

A:  BSA is allowing a linked Troop to have the same number as the existing Boy Troop if 
the chartering organization so desires.  All involved in the Girls’ Troop wanted it to have 
the same number, and the Church and Troop Committee was fine with that.  Thus, while 
both Troops will be 890, we are calling them Troop 890 – Boys and Troop 890 – Girls, or 
Girls’ Troop 890 and Boys’ Troop 890.  We can really call them whatever we want.   

Q:  Who are the main leaders in the new Troop 890 – Girls? 
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A:  The Troop Committee is the entity that ultimately approves all adult leadership 
positions.  The way this usually works is that the “Key 3”, consisting of the Chartered Org 
Rep (Dave Fisher), the Committee Chair (Jeff Donnell), and the Scoutmaster Boys’ Troop 
(Todd Allen) or Scoutmaster Girls’ Troop (Lane Duncan) identify the adults for leadership 
positions and inform the Committee of their decision.  The Key 3 (of the Boys’ Troop) 
recruited (Mr.) Lane Duncan to be the Scoutmaster, Christine Knefley as the First Year 
Scoutmaster for the younger girls’ patrols, and Emma Groves as the First Year 
Scoutmaster for the older girls’ patrols.  Lane, Christine, and Emma all have boys in the 
Troop who were also in Pack 890.  As a requirement for any primary leadership role in 
any 890 Troop, all three attended Wood Badge in Jan/Feb 2019 and thus are fully trained.  
Dave Fisher, the Chartered Org Rep for all 890 units, the current Troop 890 – Boys Adult 
Quartermaster, and the father of Caden (a Second Year) and Avery (a new girl Firstie) is 
the Adult Quartermaster in the Girls’ Troop.  Dave has attended and also staffed Wood 
Badge.  And, yes, males can be the Scoutmaster of a Girls’ Troop, just like females can 
be the Scoutmaster of a Boys’ Troop! 

Q: I have concerns that I don’t think or know if you are addressing; what are my 
options? 

A: There are a lot of families excited about this change, and others have reservations or 
questions.  If you have ideas/suggestions/concerns, we are open to chat with you 
informally or formally if you let us know.  The best way to do so is to let our Committee 
Chair, Jeff Donnell, know about your concern or question and he can discuss it with you 
and figure out how to proceed.  Jeff’s email is committeechair@troop890.org.  LHUMC 
and Troop 890 have an incredible opportunity to be a part of something new and be a 
leader in it. 

Q: What concerns are you hearing so far? 

A:  The biggest concern we’ve heard to this point—and one that we share—is that the 
introduction of girls to joint Troop 890 activities (campouts, in particular) will also introduce 
awkwardness and self-consciousness in an arena that has been a safe place to grow and 
“be a boy.”  Similarly, we are hearing that the girls also want their own spaces, so we are 
working constantly to make sure that each Troop functions as it should and that all youth 
have the opportunities to grow, develop, and have good fun. 

Q:  OK, what I really want to know is how this will work logistically?   

A:  This is a work in progress.  We start making logistical decisions with brainstorming by 
the involved adults; in many cases we then go to the Scouts and seek input (like at a PLC 
meeting); then further discuss the options.  We have been having joint opening and 
closing flag ceremonies at Troop meetings, and that has seemed to work well.  The gym 
is full (!) of Scouts and some think it’s really neat to hear and see all the Scouts reciting 
the Oath and Law.  As for other activities, we have successfully completed Camporee 
(March 2019) which was somewhat “joint” and there were no issues.  After every campout 
and at appropriate times, we seek input from the youth and adults about how things went, 
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how we can do them better, or how we should do them separately.  Part of this is to teach 
our Scouts to think for themselves and become leaders, so evaluating options, being 
creative, and recognizing when things work or don’t work is all part of that important 
element of Scouting.  We have been impressed that our boys and girls seem to generally 
recognize and know what to do on various logistical issues.   

Q:  What about Youth Protection rules? 

A:  All current and updated Youth Protection rules continue to apply.  The main tenets 
of BSA’s YP rules are that two adults must be present for any and all Scouting 
activities, AND there is never any one-on-one contact.  We have been strictly 
abiding by these rules for decades.  The introduction of girls into the Troop age 
group really doesn’t change any existing rules.  Keep in mind that BSA has had co-
ed programs (Venturing, Exploring, etc.) for several decades for 14+ girls, so we already 
have rules and protocols in place for that.  Any Troop of girls must have one registered 
adult female (over the age of 21) present at all activities; otherwise, there is really 
nothing new.  Females can be leaders in boy Troops, and males can be leaders in girl 
Troops.  We expect to have additional training for the boys and girls about how YP works, 
how to respect privacy, and boundaries.  890 will do this for boys, girls, and parents before 
summer camp, just as we have been doing for many years.   

Q: Can girls earn the Eagle Scout award? 

A:  Yes, girls will be able to earn all the same advancements as boys, including the Eagle 
Scout award.  BSA has announced that girls who are 16 or 17, but not-yet 18 years old 
as of Feb. 1, 2019, can still earn Eagle by applying for time extensions.  This transition 
rule is likely due to the efforts of a remarkable young lady, Sydney Ireland, who was a 
driving force in making this happen (and who will be 17 in 2019 and very much wants to 
be an Eagle Scout….) 

This FAQ was a collaborative effort by Lane, Dave, Christine, Jeff, and Todd. 


